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October 2022 Global Study 
How Teens Around the World Can Make an Impact 

 

The study explores how teens around the world weigh global concerns and their motivation to address 
injustice (that is, unfair or undeserved treatment of others). The study also assesses how teens' 
connection to Jesus and the Bible relates to their desire to make a positive impact in the world. 

Nearly 25,000 teens (ages 13-17) across 26 countries took part in the survey. The survey was sent to a cross section of teens, 
regardless of their faith background or leaning. The study was developed and conducted by Barna Group, a research and resource 
company that is widely considered to be a leading research organization focused on the intersection of faith and culture. Barna 
Group prepared the study in partnership with Alpha, Biblica, and World Vision, with additional support from Christian Vision, 
Bible Study Fellowship, Christ In Youth, and the Association of Christian Schools International. 
 

Key Research Findings 

 87 percent of teens believe their generation can make a positive impact in the world. 
 

 78 percent of teens are motivated to do something about unfair or undeserved 
treatment of people in society. 
 

 While the majority of teens (78%) believes that it's important to address injustice, there 
is a drop-off in their confidence and commitment to do so. About 41 percent of teens 
strongly agree that they can make a positive impact on others' lives and say they will 
engage in activities that promote justice. 
 

 Only 26 percent of teens trust today's leaders. 
 

 40 percent of teens believe that they can be a leader in the world today. 
 

 For teens around the world, their greatest concerns are (in order of greatest to least): 
 

o extreme poverty 
o climate change 
o sexual abuse 
o unemployment 
o political corruption 
o pollution 

 
 For teens, having a holistic, engaged, devout faith correlates with a pull toward doing 

good in the world. 74 percent of justice-motivated Christian teens want others to see 
Jesus reflected through their words and actions, and say the Bible motivates them to 
make a positive impact on others' lives. 
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October 2022 Global Study 
How Teens Around the World View The Bible 

 

The study reveals teens' opinions of the Bible and how interested teens are in learning more about the 
Bible. It explores how this generation engages with and applies scripture to their lives, and how it 
impacts those who read it. 
 

Nearly 25,000 teens (ages 13-17) across 26 countries took part in the survey. The survey was sent to a cross section of teens, 
regardless of their faith background or leaning. The study was developed and conducted by Barna Group, a research and resource 
company that is widely considered to be a leading research organization focused on the intersection of faith and culture. Barna 
Group prepared the study in partnership with Alpha, Biblica, and World Vision, with additional support from Christian Vision, 
Bible Study Fellowship, Christ In Youth, and the Association of Christian Schools International. 
 

Key Research Findings 

 59 percent of teens around the world say there is a Christian Bible in their home. 
 Among teens who own a Bible, 88 percent say it is in a language and version they can 

understand. 
 

 44 percent teens recognize that the Bible is holy. 
 

 41 percent of teens believe the Bible is inspired by God. 
 

 40 percent of teens believe the Bible is good. 
 

 39 percent of teens believe the Bible is meaningful 
 

 22 percent of teens who read the Bible say they don't fully understand it. 
 

 Bible reading is not the norm for today's teens. Only 20 percent use a Bible at least 
weekly. 41 percent of all teens never use a Bible. 
 

 56 percent of Bible-engaged teens have had a parent/guardian, pastor, priest, or 
minister teach them how to read and study the Bible. 
 

 35 percent of teens are “very motivated” to continue learning about the Bible. 
 

 21 percent are “somewhat motivated” to continue learning about the Bible. 
 

 The more teens engage with the Bible, the more they seem to act on Jesus' teachings 
and encounter God's love. 39 percent of teens say reading the Bible motivates them or 
makes them feel loved. 
 

 Bible engagement correlates with a strong desire and empowerment to make a 
difference. Though 43 percent of Christian teens want others to see Jesus reflected 
through them in their words and actions, that number jumps to 81 percent among 
Bible-engaged teens. 
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October 2022 Global Study 
How Teens Around the World Relate To Jesus 

 

The study reveals teens' perceptions of and affections for Jesus Christ. 
 

Nearly 25,000 teens (ages 13-17) across 26 countries took part in the survey. The survey was sent to a cross section of teens, 
regardless of their faith background or leaning. The study was developed and conducted by Barna Group, a research and resource 
company that is widely considered to be a leading research organization focused on the intersection of faith and culture. Barna 
Group prepared the study in partnership with Alpha, Biblica, and World Vision, with additional support from Christian Vision, 
Bible Study Fellowship, Christ In Youth, and the Association of Christian Schools International. 
 

Key Research Findings 

 49 percent of all teens, across faith groups, describe Jesus as "loving.” 
 

 46 percent of teens believe Jesus offers hope. 
 

 43 percent of teens believe Jesus cares about people. 
 

 47 percent of teens believe Jesus was crucified. 
 

 33 percent of teens believe Jesus rose again. 
 

 33 percent of teens who identify as “Christian” have not made a personal commitment 
to follow Jesus. 
 

 Teens are generally curious about Jesus. Overall, 38 percent of teens globally are “very 
motivated” to continue learning about Jesus, and 21 percent are “somewhat motivated” 
to do so. 
 

 Teens do not see Christians nearly as positively as they see Jesus. Teens believe that 
Jesus is more "loving," "wise," and "peaceful" than the Christians who follow him. And, 
Christians are seen as more "judgmental" or "hypocritical" than Jesus. 
 


